BOOK RECS: LOUCHE WOMEN, 
SERVANTS, AND WARLOCKS 


(in order of most suggested w/ links to 
queer bookstores that stock them) 


* Boy Parts by Eliza Clark (Contemporary Fiction) 
Irina, a provocative photographer from Newcastle, captures explicit images of 
average-looking men she persuades to model for her. Her life spirals into chaos when she’s 
offered a prestigious gallery exhibition in London, forcing her to confront her dark past and 
unraveling psyche. 
In Stock: Bluestockings Cooperative 


* Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë (Gothic Romance/Classic) 
Set on the desolate moors of Yorkshire, this classic novel explores the intense and doomed 
love between Heathcliff, a brooding orphan, and Catherine Earnshaw. Their tumultuous 
relationship wreaks havoc across generations, leading to obsession, revenge, and tragedy. 
In Stock: Charis Book Mor 


* Lapvona by Ottessa Moshfegh (Historical Fiction/Horror) 
In a medieval village beset by famine and disease, a young shepherd named Marek 
becomes entangled in the sinister machinations of the ruling class. As power dynamics shift, 
the line between reality and delusion blurs, revealing the darkness within human nature. 
In Stock: Little District Books 


* Eileen by Ottessa Moshfegh (Psychological Thriller) 
Eileen Dunlop, a lonely young woman working at a boys’ prison in the 1960s, becomes 
captivated by the glamorous new counselor, Rebecca. Their friendship leads Eileen down a 
path of obsession and crime, culminating in a shocking act that changes her life forever. 
In Stock: All She Wrote Books 


* My Year of Rest and Relaxation by Ottessa Moshfegh (Contemporary Fiction) 
A young woman in 2000s New York City decides to escape her privileged yet unfulfilling life 
by embarking on a year-long experiment in hibernation, using a cocktail of pharmaceuticals 
to sleep away her existence. Her journey explores themes of identity, consumerism, and the 
search for meaning. 
In Stock: Loudmouth Books 


Walking Through Clear Water in a Pool Painted Black by Cookie Mueller (Memoir/Short 
Stories) 

This collection of autobiographical stories chronicles Cookie Mueller’s adventures from the 
1960s counterculture to the 1980s art scene. With wit and candor, she recounts her 
experiences in New York, San Francisco, and Provincetown, offering a vivid snapshot of a 
bygone era. 

In Stock: Firestorm Books & Coffee 


Love Me Tender by Constance Debré (Literary Fiction) 

After leaving her husband and coming out as a lesbian, a woman fights for custody of her 
son in a society that views her choices as transgressive. The novel delves into themes of 
identity, freedom, and the complexities of maternal love. 

In Stock: Fabulosa Books 


Sula by Toni Morrison (Literary Fiction) 

Set in a Black community in Ohio, the novel follows the divergent paths of two childhood 
friends, Sula Peace and Nel Wright. Their bond is tested by betrayal, societal expectations, 
and personal choices, reflecting broader themes of race, gender, and identity. 

In Stock: Loyalty Bookstor 


Three Worlds by Avi Shlaim (Historical Nonfiction) 

Historian Avi Shlaim offers a memoir that intertwines his personal history with the political 
landscape of the Middle East. Exploring his lraqi-Jewish heritage, his life in Israel, and his 
academic career in Britain, Shlaim provides insights into the complexities of identity and 
geopolitics. 

In Stock: Yu & Me Books 


The Waves by Virginia Woolf (Modernist Fiction) 

This experimental novel presents the soliloquies of six characters from childhood to old age, 
capturing the ebb and flow of human consciousness. Through poetic prose, Woolf explores 
themes of individuality, time, and the interconnectedness of life. 

In Stock: Charis Books & More 


Milk Fed by Melissa Broder (Contemporary Fiction) 

Rachel, a lapsed Jew with an eating disorder, meets Miriam, an Orthodox Jewish woman 
who introduces her to the pleasures of food and desire. Their relationship challenges 
Rachel’s perceptions of body image, faith, and intimacy. 

In Stock: Little District Books 


The Miranda Obsession (On Audible) by Jennifer Egan (Audio Drama) 

Based on a true story, this audio drama follows Miranda, a mysterious woman who, in the 
1980s, seduced powerful men over the phone without ever meeting them. Through her 
manipulations, the narrative explores themes of identity, deception, and the nature of desire. 
Available on Audible 


The Guest by Emma Cline (Literary Fiction/Thriller) 

Alex, a young woman with a talent for blending in, is cast out from her older lover’s Long 
Island home. With nowhere to go, she drifts through the affluent community, insinuating 
herself into the lives of strangers, leading to a suspenseful exploration of privilege and 
manipulation. 

In Stock: All She Wrote Books 


Bad Behavior by Mary Gaitskill (Short Stories) 

This collection delves into the lives of individuals grappling with desire, power, and human 
connection. Gaitskill’s unflinching prose captures the complexities of human relationships 
and the darker sides of urban life. 

In Stock: Firestorm Books & Coffee 


A Manual for Cleaning Women by Lucia Berlin (Short Stories) 

A poignant collection of short stories capturing the lives of women on society’s fringes, 
written with wit, empathy, and a sharp eye for detail. 

In Stock: Charis Books & More 


Outline by Rachel Cusk (Literary Fiction) 

A novelist teaching a writing workshop in Athens listens to the stories of others, creating a 
meditation on identity, relationships, and narrative itself. 

In Stock: Bluestockings Cooperative 


How Should a Person Be? by Sheila Heti (Autofiction/Philosophical Fiction) 

A semi-autobiographical exploration of art, friendship, and self-discovery, blending humor 
and raw honesty to pose existential questions. 

In Stock: All She Wrote Books 


Down the Drain by Julia Fox (Memoir) 

A candid memoir by actress Julia Fox recounting her tumultuous journey through fame, 
relationships, addiction, and self-reinvention. 

In Stock: Little District Books 


Big Swiss by Jen Beagin (Dark Comedy/Contemporary Fiction) 

A transcriptionist for a sex therapist in upstate New York becomes obsessed with one of the 
clients, leading to hilarity and chaos. 

In Stock: Fabulosa Books 


The Vegetarian by Han Kang (Literary Fiction/Allegorical Fiction) 

A woman's decision to stop eating meat sparks a dramatic transformation in her relationships 
and her identity, blending beauty and horror. 

In Stock: Loyalty Bookstore 


Sweet Days of Discipline by Fleur Jaeggy (Literary Fiction) 
A haunting novel reflecting on the narrator’s adolescent years in a Swiss boarding school, 
exploring themes of obsession and control. 


In Stock: Bluestockings Cooperative 


Water Statues by Fleur Jaeggy (Literary Fiction) 

A surreal, poetic exploration of solitude and memory, where objects and people intersect in 
enigmatic ways. 

In Stock: Little District Books 


Goose Girl by Shannon Hale (Young Adult/Fantasy) 

A princess must reclaim her identity and rightful place in this beautifully reimagined classic 
fairytale of betrayal and resilience. 

In Stock: Charis Books & More 


Purple Hibiscus by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie (Contemporary Fiction) 

A coming-of-age story about a young girl navigating a repressive household and societal 
upheaval in Nigeria. 

In Stock: Loyalty Bookstor 


The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd (Historical Fiction) 

A young girl’s journey to uncover the truth about her mother leads her to a group of 
beekeeping sisters during the Civil Rights era. 

In Stock: Fabulosa Books 


Circe by Madeline Miller (Mythological Fiction) 

A reimagining of Greek mythology through the life of Circe, exploring themes of power, love, 
and transformation. 

In Stock: All She Wrote Books 


The Chronology of Water: A Memoir by Dr. Lidia Yuknavitch (Memoir) 
A visceral memoir detailing Yuknavitch’s struggles with trauma, addiction, and sexuality, 
written in lyrical and raw prose. 


In Stock: Bluestockings Cooperative 


Evening in Paradise by Lucia Berlin (Short Stories) 

A follow-up to A Manual for Cleaning Women, this collection showcases Berlin’s rich, 
poignant narratives about life’s fragility and beauty. 

In Stock: Charis Books & More 


The New Fuck You: Adventures in Lesbian Reading by Eileen Myles (Essay Collection) 
An anthology of essays and poems celebrating lesbian culture and literature, edited by the 
iconic Eileen Myles. 


In Stock: Bluestockings Cooperative 


The Collector by John Fowles (Psychological Thriller) 

A dark tale of obsession and captivity as a man abducts a young art student, unraveling the 
complexities of power and morality. 

In Stock: Fabulosa Books 


Death in Her Hands by Ottessa Moshfegh (Psychological Fiction) 

An elderly widow discovers a cryptic note in the woods, leading her to unravel a gripping tale 
of paranoia and self-reflection. 

In Stock: Little District Books 


Near to the Wild Heart by Clarice Lispector (Modernist Fiction) 

Summary: This debut novel by Brazilian author Clarice Lispector explores the inner life of 
Joana, a young woman navigating the complexities of existence, love, and identity. Written in 
a stream-of-consciousness style, the narrative delves into Joana’s thoughts and emotions, 
offering a profound meditation on the human condition. 

In Stock: Bluestockings Cooperative 


Chelsea Girls by Eileen Myles (Autobiographical Fiction) 

Summary: A groundbreaking work that blends fiction and memoir, “Chelsea Girls” chronicles 
the life of a young artist coming of age in the vibrant cultural scenes of Boston and New York 
during the 1970s and 1980s. Through a series of interconnected stories, Myles captures the 
rawness of urban life, the struggles of identity, and the pursuit of artistic expression. 

In Stock: Charis Books & More 


Poetics of Work by Noémi Lefebvre (Literary Fiction) 

Summary: In this innovative novel, Lefebvre examines the intersections of labor, creativity, 
and personal identity. Through a fragmented narrative and introspective monologues, the 
protagonist reflects on the nature of work, the constraints of societal expectations, and the 
quest for personal freedom. 

In Stock: Little District Books 


Mona by Pola Oloixarac (Satirical Fiction) 

Summary: Mona, a Peruvian writer living in California, is nominated for a prestigious literary 
award and travels to Sweden for the ceremony. Amidst the eccentricities of the literary elite, 
she confronts her own past traumas and the absurdities of the literary world, leading to a 
darkly comedic exploration of art, identity, and recognition. 

In Stock: All She Wrote Books 


Difficult Women by David Plante (Memoir) 

Summary: This memoir offers intimate portraits of three influential women in the literary 
world: Jean Rhys, Sonia Orwell, and Germaine Greer. Through candid and detailed 
narratives, Plante explores their complexities, relationships, and the challenges they faced. 
In Stock: Bluestockings Cooperative 


The Little Virtues by Natalia Ginzburg (Essays) 

Summary: A collection of essays reflecting on life in post-war Italy, covering topics from 
motherhood and marriage to writing and the human condition. Ginzburg’s prose is both 
poignant and insightful, offering a deep look into everyday life and personal growth. 

In Stock: Charis Books & More 


The Golden Notebook by Doris Lessing (Literary Fiction) 

Summary: An exploration of a woman’s inner life and societal roles, this novel delves into 
themes of mental breakdown, political ideology, and personal liberation. Through the 
fragmented structure of notebooks, Lessing examines the complexities of identity and 
consciousness. 

In Stock: Little District Books 


A Touch of Jen by Beth Morgan (Dark Comedy/Thriller) 

Summary: A couple becomes obsessed with a former colleague named Jen, leading them 
into a surreal and dangerous journey that blurs reality and fantasy. This novel satirizes social 
media culture and explores themes of desire, identity, and the human psyche. 

In Stock: All She Wrote Books 


Big Swiss by Jen Beagin (Dark Comedy/Contemporary Fiction) 

Summary: A transcriptionist for a sex therapist in upstate New York becomes obsessed with 
one of the clients, leading to hilarity and chaos. Beagin’s novel is a sharp exploration of 
obsession, identity, and the complexities of human relationships. 

In Stock: Fabulosa Books 


The Pisces by Melissa Broder (Romantic Fantasy) 

Summary: After a devastating breakup, Lucy moves to Venice Beach and becomes 
infatuated with a mysterious swimmer who may not be entirely human. This novel blends 
romance and fantasy to explore themes of love, desire, and self-discovery. 


In Stock: Loyalty Bookstore 


Luster by Raven Leilani (Contemporary Fiction) 

Summary: Edie, a young Black woman, navigates the complexities of modern life, including a 
relationship with a married man and his family. Leilani’s debut novel is a sharp and insightful 
exploration of race, class, and sexuality in contemporary society. 

In Stock: Yu & Me Books 


Paradise Rot by Jenny Hval (Psychological Fiction) 

Summary: A young woman moves to a foreign country for university and becomes entangled 
in an intense and surreal relationship with her enigmatic roommate. Hval’s novel is a 
haunting exploration of identity, desire, and the boundaries between reality and fantasy. 

In Stock: Bluestockings Cooperative 


King Kong Theory by Virginie Despentes (Feminist Essays) 

Summary: A collection of essays that challenge traditional feminist discourse, offering a raw 
and unapologetic perspective on gender, sexuality, and societal norms. Despentes’ work is 
provocative and thought-provoking, pushing the boundaries of feminist thought. 

In Stock: Charis Books & More 


French Exit by Patrick deWitt (Dark Comedy) 

Summary: A wealthy widow and her son flee New York for Paris after their fortunes wane, 
leading to a series of absurd and darkly comedic events. DeWitt’s novel is a satirical 
exploration of wealth, family, and the absurdities of high society. 

In Stock: Little District Books 


Yolk by Mary H.K. Choi (Young Adult Fiction) 

Summary: Two estranged sisters reconnect after one is diagnosed with cancer, leading them 
to confront their past and redefine their relationship. Choi’s novel is a heartfelt exploration of 
family, identity, and the complexities of sisterhood. 

In Stock: All She Wrote Books 


Very Nice by Marcy Dermansky (Contemporary Fiction) 

Summary: A tangled web of relationships unfolds during a summer in Connecticut, involving 
a college student, her professor, and her mother. Dermansky’s novel is a sharp and witty 
exploration of desire, ambition, and the complexities of human connections. 

In Stock: Fabulosa Books 


Lady Tan’s Circle of Women by Lisa See (Historical Fiction) 

Summary: Inspired by the true story of a woman physician from 15th-century China, this 
novel explores her life, friendships, and the challenges she faces in a patriarchal society. 
See’s work is a rich tapestry of history, culture, and the strength of female bonds. 

In Stock: Loyalty Bookstore 


Burial Rites by Hannah Kent (Historical Fiction) 

Summary: Based on the true story of the last woman executed in Iceland, the novel delves 
into her final days as she awaits execution, exploring themes of justice, truth, and humanity. 
Kent’s debut is a haunting and atmospheric portrayal of a woman condemned. 

In Stock: Yu & Me Books 


Yes Daddy by Jonathan Parks-Ramage (Psychological Thriller) 

Summary: A young man becomes involved with a famous playwright, leading him into a 
world of manipulation, power, and dark secrets. Parks-Ramage’s novel is a gripping 
exploration of ambition, desire, and the consequences of deception. 


In Stock: Bluestockings Cooperative 


* The King in Yellow by Robert W. Chambers (Horror/Short Stories) 


Summary: A collection of interconnected short stories revolving around a mysterious play 
that drives its readers insane. Chambers’ work is a seminal piece of weird fiction, influencing 
many writers in the horror genre. 

In Stock: Charis Books & More 
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